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Preface

The UNU-IAS has undertaken research on cities as part of the Institute’s
commitment to generating policy solutions to the most pressing global
issues. The Institute’s urban programme has taken a cross-disciplinary
approach in addressing how information technology and globalized
economies are transforming the dynamics of cities. Research has concep-
tualized urban issues both in terms of an international city system and
within localized contexts. This present study expands upon the UNU-
IAS’s extensive work on the role of environmental issues in sustainability
and urban development, tackling the broad theoretical issues of culture
and sustainability and also contributing to our understanding of how
these concepts operate within local settings.

Both culture and sustainable development are potentially powerful re-
sponses to the negative impacts of globalization, as they challenge us to
create modes of living that consider the intergenerational consequences
of our actions. Culture is the trickier and more slippery concept, and
one of the primary aims of this study is to help forge a tool that can be
useful in implementing sustainable development at the local level. This
volume explores cultural indicators as a means for achieving the sustain-
able development goals laid out in Local Agenda 21 at the 1992 Earth
Summit in Rio de Janeiro. The case studies also provide valuable clues
to the many ways that local institutions use culture to mediate between
present and future generations through such diverse forms as local pol-
icy, festivals, or networks of non-governmental organizations.

Three international conferences on ‘‘Culture in Sustainability of Cities”

xii



PREFACE xiii

held in Kanazawa, Japan, and Cheongju, Korea, form the basis of this
book. The deliberations during these conferences, the intense side-
arguments and discussions of experienced persons coming from many
disciplines and cultures, and the post-conference meetings have all gone
into writing/editing this book. This volume serves as a collection of ideas,
or actually starting points, for a cultural theory of sustainable urbaniza-
tion. The aim is to engage the reader through the ideas articulated within,
and foster debate and serve as a catalyst for further exploration. If, in the
end, the importance of culture in the sustainability of cities as conceived
in this volume is drawn into one’s thoughts and work in some form or the
another, an important aim of the book will have been met.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the contributors to
this volume. While engaged with their own busy schedules they have
made significant contributions. I would also like to give special thanks to
Professor Ratna Rana, who guided this project in his capacity as director
of the Ishikawa International Cooperation Research Centre (IICRC),
and UNU-IAS research fellow Peter Marcotullio, who made critical and
substantial contributions to every phase of this project. Needless to say, a
project of this scope is a collaborative effort reflecting the efforts and
goodwill of numerous individuals and organizations, and it is my greatest
hope that everyone involved can share in the satisfaction of seeing this
volume through to publication.

A. H. Zakri
Director
UNU-IAS
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Introduction

M. Nadarajah and Ann Tomoko Yamamoto

Our world is becoming more urbanized, and as the World Summit on Sustainable
Development underscored, we must make sure that this urbanization is sustain-
able. Indeed, the success of our collective efforts for economic growth, social jus-
tice, biodiversity and climate protection depends in large measure on how well we
protect and manage our urban environments.!

This volume is an enquiry into the nature of urbanization in general and
Asian urbanization in particular, not so much to philosophize as to align
its course in the direction set by the global agenda of sustainable devel-
opment, as articulated by the United Nations and observed by Kofi
Annan above. It is an effort to make deeper sense of the growing urban
crisis in Asia and to address it comprehensively. The effort is animated by
the complex vision of a sustainable city, which compellingly proposes a
future in which the urban problems confronting us today can be effec-
tively overcome. It is the aim here to explore this complex vision from
the perspective of (local) culture, transcending both the economic and
environmental viewpoints that dominate popular constructs of sustain-
ability. This volume seeks to build a plausible “‘narrative order” which
captures conceptual schemes, case studies, community participation, and
cultural indicators that contribute to and shape a cultural theory of the
sustainable city, moving beyond purely techno-economic (or techno-
scientific), market-driven urbanization strategies based on Euclidian
planning and top-down decision-making.





