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How to Select a Camera - Digital vs. 35mm

Selecting the correct camera for you

There are actually two types of cameras that you can choose.  It 

all depends on how new you want to be or how traditional you want to 

remain.  Currently, the choices range from purchasing a manual 

camera or of the slew of hi-tech digital cameras.  

To make it easier for you, the following are tips to help you 

choose the best digital camera as well as the perfect manual camera 

for you.

If you want to buy a manual camera, first determine if you 

would like photography to be a hobby that is serious or simply a past- 

time.  

If you're really serious, it is best that you choose a camera that 

is an SLR or specifically a Single Lens Reflex camera.  The difference 

between a SLR camera and an average point & shoot one is that the 

former allows the photographer to adjust the aperture as well as the 

camera’s shutter speed.  Though the pictures may be a bit difficult to 



take, it is more fulfilling to do so – if you have the patience for it – as 

it allows you the opportunity to create the pictures you want.  A point 

and shoot camera meanwhile simply just takes pictures as is and that 

may be what you want.

   

Get the opinion of an experienced photographer & photo 

magazine reviews to help you make the decision.

It is best that you research and read popular magazines on 

photography and see how they evaluate particular SLR cameras.  It is 

highly advisable that you make yourself familiar with the current 

cameras being offered.  

Reading up could also give you an idea of your needs.  It will 

also help you decide if you want a camera that has a lens for doing 

close-up shots or do you want a camera with a flash system.  What 

depth of field would you prefer?  

Know how much you are willing to spend

The prices of cameras, particularly the SLR ones vary.  The low 

end cameras offer automatic aperture settings and are basically 



manually operated.  However, the camera models that are on the 

higher end also include features found on the low end cameras plus 

more.   These types of cameras are also programmable, have an 

ability to measure flash through the camera’s lens and provide more 

aperture and shutter speed read outs.

Know how to choose when you are finally ready to choose

If you are already in the store and ready to pick a camera to 

purchase, it is best that you actually hold the camera and look through 

the camera’s view finder. Check how the camera focuses.  Is it bright? 

Are you comfortable operating its controls?  Is your wallet comfortable 

with its price?

It is best that the manual camera you choose fits not just your 

needs but your budget as well.

However, if you are intent on purchasing a digital camera and 

actually find nothing impressive about the manual camera, the 

following are basic tips to make your selection and purchase the best 

one.



As with purchasing a manual camera, set how much you are 

willing to spend when buying a digital camera.  Know your monetary 

limits and work from there.  Be open-minded as well as realistic.  An 

inexpensive digital camera may not necessarily be a low end kind and 

an expensive digital camera may not necessarily be a high end kind. 

Believe it or not, there are refurbished digital SLR cameras that are 

cheaper than the newer ones being offered, yet have more features 

not available on newer expensive types.  There are many of these 

listed on eBay.

Determine how Experienced You Are

Be honest with yourself.  How experienced or inexperienced are 

you?  If you are a novice, then a point & shoot digital camera may be 

best for you, but if you are seriously intent on learning more, it would 

be best to choose a camera that offers more features, exposure, and 

control.

Check reviews

Just as with manual cameras, try your best to read on reviews of 

digital cameras.  There are several sites on the web.  These sites are 



both for serious and professional photographers as well as those that 

are just starting out.

All in all, choosing a camera is easy if you know what you are 

looking for.  Start with your wants and your needs and everything else 

will fall into place.

Digital versus 35mm

Digital versus 35mm photography is a big discussion among 

many avid photographers. The 35mm camera has been the camera 

used by photographers for years. Using 35mm film requires chemical 

processing in order to expose the photos taken. Digital cameras on the 

other hand do not require the use of film. At the same time, digital 

cameras don't require any type of film to take a picture.  

Technological advances in photographic equipment have brought 

about the creation of sophisticated digital cameras. Digital cameras 

don't require film so photos can easily be downloaded into a computer 

and printed later. The features of digital cameras have become so 

advanced and yet so simple to use that more and more people are 

opting to use them. 



Digital photography simply requires the use of a computer and a 

colored printer to produce any shot taken. With digital photography, 

amateurs and even professional photographers can do it themselves. 

Unlike 35mm film photography where the users are particularly 

amateurs at the mercy of camera stores for the development of their 

photographs. 

In most cases, users can even dictate the outcome of the 

pictures taken with a digital camera. Pictures can be printed on a 

variety of materials unlike 35mm film photography that require a lot of 

work just to be printed on anything other than the standard. However 

many conventional photographers attest to the durability of 35mm film 

photography as proven by history. 

Although there are cases where digital photography has been 

used to salvage and restore 35mm film photographs. Pictures taken 

with a digital camera can easily be stored in a variety of formats from 

floppy discs to compact discs. Many traditionalists are concerned that 

the ever changing technology of digital cameras may soon make 

current formats obsolete. 
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