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1 INTRODUCTION 

This document is a detailed guide for using the “Blogging Ninja” application. Instructions for every 
option inside the application are located in appropriate sections of this document. 
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2 INSTALLATION PROCEDURE 

The installation of the “Blogging Ninja” application includes the following tasks: 

1) Uploading the installation pack to the web server – see section 2.1 

2) Creating of new database on your server – see section 2.2 

3) Changing the access rights for the set of files – see section 2.4 

4) Starting the installation script – see section 2.3 

5) Removing the install directory after successful installation – see section 2.5 

2.1 Uploading the installation pack to web server 

In order to begin installing the “Blogging Ninja”, the contents of the folder should be uploaded to 
your main directory of your web site. This way the “Blogging Ninja” will become your homepage 
(e.g: www.yoursite.com). 

If you want to setup “Blogging Ninja” to some other location, create a new folder first and upload 
the files to the created folder (e.g. www.yoursite.com/blog). 

 
Figure 1: Uploading the files to web server 

After you have uploaded the files to your web server, you should use your cPanel interface (or any 
other admin tool for managing your web site) in order to create a new database. 
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2.2 Creating a new Database 

In order to create a new database, locate that option inside your web site admin tool (note: cPanel 
will be used as a tool throughout this manual, but the same instructions apply to any other tool). 

 
Figure 2: Creating a New Database (step 1/7) 

Click on the “MySQL Databases” option and the following screen will be displayed. 

 
Figure 3: Creating a New Database (step 2/7) 

Enter the desired name of your new database (e.g. “powerblog”) inside the “Db” field and click on 
the “Add Db” button. The following screen with the confirmation on successful creation of the new 
database will be displayed. 
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Figure 4: Creating a New Database (step 3/7) 

In order to continue creating a new database, click on the “Go Back” button and scroll down to the 
part of the screen for adding new users. 

 
Figure 5: Creating a new database (step 4/7) 

Enter the desired username and password for a new database user and click on the “Add User” 
button. The following screen will be displayed. 

 
Figure 6: Creating a new database (step 5/7) 

In order to continue defining a new database, click on the “Go Back” button and scroll down to the 
part of the screen for assigning a new user to the newly created database. 

In order to assign a new user to the new database, choose the user you have created from the 
“user” pull down menu and match it to the database you have created by choosing its name from 
the “db” pull down menu. 

After choosing a user and database from the pull down menus, click on the “Add User to Db” 
button. 
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Figure 7: Creating a new database (step 6/7) 

Once you add the user to the newly created database, the following screen with the confirmation 
will be displayed. 

 
Figure 8: Creating a new database (step 7/7) 

This completes the procedure of creating and defining a new database. The rest of the procedure 
is installing Blogging Ninja and supplying information given while creating a new database. See the 
next section for further information about installing Blogging Ninja. 

2.3 Installing Blogging Ninja 

Important note: prior to installing the Blogging Ninja make sure that the config.php file and 
several other files have “777” access rights. See section 2.4 for further information on this 
procedure). 

In order to install Blogging Ninja, after you have uploaded the installation pack to a root of 
your website or to a folder, enter your website’s URL into your browser with the addition of 
“admin/install” (e.g. www.yoursite.com/admin/install. 

Note: If Blogging Ninja was uploaded to a directory created in your website’s root (e.g. blog), then 
this directory should also be added to the URL (e.g. www.yoursite.com/blog/admin/install). 

The following screen will be displayed. 
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Figure 9: Installing Blogging Ninja (step 1/3) 

In order to begin installing “Blogging Ninja” click on the “Install” button and the following screen will 
be displayed. 
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Figure 10: Installing Blogging Ninja (step 2/3) 

The following are the available parameters: 

• DB Host Name – input field for entering database host name (e.g. localhost) 

• DB name – input field for entering the database name, as set during creating of the new 
database (see section 2.2 ) 

• DB User Name – input field for entering the database user name as set during creating of 
new database (see section 2.2) 
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• DB Password - input field for entering the database password as set during creating of 
new database (see section 2.2) 

• Site Path – input field for setting the site path; enter the address of your website including 
the folder you uploaded the script to (e.g. http://www.address.com/blog - where “blog” is 
the folder you created) 

Click on the “Install” button after setting the parameters and the following screen will be displayed. 

 
Figure 11: Installing Blogging Ninja (step 3/3) 

Notes: 

• After the Blogging Ninja has been installed successfully, you should delete the install folder 

• After the install folder has been deleted, enter the URL inside your browser to open the 
administrator’s interface at the following address: www.yoursite.com/admin (further 
information about using the Blogging Ninja Interface can be found in section 5). 

2.4 Setting 777 access rights prior to installation 

After uploading the files to the server and prior to beginning the installation procedure, you will 
need to change the file permissions to read “777” for the following scripts in order to install the 
“blog” properly: 

• /config.php 

• /codelock.php 

• /admin/codelock.php 

• /admin/install/codelock.php 

This section of the document will illustrate the procedure for “config.php” file, but the same 
procedure applies for all other mentioned files. 

In order to change the file permissions login to your website admin panel (e.g. cPanel) and choose 
option “File Manager”. 
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Figure 12: Procedure for changing file permissions (step 1/6) 

The “File Manager” screen will be displayed where you should navigate to the folder you have 
uploaded the script to (e.g. “blog”). 

 
Figure 13: Procedure for changing file permissions (step 2/6) 

Once you navigate to the folder the script was installed to enter it and click on the “config.php” file 
in order to access further options for this file. 

 
Figure 14: Procedure for changing file permissions (step 3/6) 

Once the options for the “config.php” are displayed, click on the “Change Permissions” link.” 
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Figure 15: Procedure for changing file permissions (step 4/6) 

The part of the screen for setting the permissions will be displayed. Click on the checkboxes until 
the “777” permission is set and click on the “Change” button 

 
Figure 16: Procedure for changing file permissions (step 5/6) 

Once you click on the “Change” button, the confirmation screen will be displayed. 

 
Figure 17: Procedure for changing file permissions (step 6/6) 

2.5 Deleting the install folder 

After installing the “Blogging Ninja” script successfully, login in to your web server and delete the 
“Install” folder in order to allow the “blog” to run properly. 
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Figure 18: Deleting the install folder 
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3 SETTING UP CRON JOB 

The “Blogging Ninja” gives you an opportunity to automate posting news to your blog by setting up 
a Cron job that will do that for you. 

Notes: 

• You must have a Cron job option allowed with your hosting provider 

• Setting up of the Cron job is explained by using cPanel admin interface, but the same 
instructions apply to any other admin interface 

In order to setup a cron job, log into your cPanel interface and click on the “Cron jobs” option inside 
the main menu. 

 
Figure 19: Setting up cron job (step 1/4) 

The following screen will be displayed when you click on the “Cron jobs” option. 

 
Figure 20: Setting up cron job (step 2/4) 

Click on the “Standard” button to continue setting up cron (note: option “Advanced (Unix Style is 
meant for advanced users i.e. system administrators). The following screen will be displayed once 
you click on the “Standard” button. 
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Figure 21: Setting up cron job (step 3/4) 

The following are the parameters inside this screen: 

• Command to run – enter the following line inside this field "lynx > /dev/null -dump 
http://www.yoursite.com/admin/cron.php", where “yoursite” should be replaced with the 
actual address of your web site 

• Schedule – use the multiple select boxes to precisely define the cron job frequency 

After setting up the parameters, click on the “Save Crontab” button and the confirmation screen will 
be displayed informing you on successful cron job setup. 

 
Figure 22: Setting up cron job (step 4/4) 
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4 LOGGING IN 

In order to login to your Blogging Ninja Administrator’s interface enter the URL of your website in to 
your browser and add the following: 

• /admin – in case Blogging Ninja was installed to the root of your web server in order to 
serve as a homepage 

• /blog/admin – in case Blogging Ninja was installed into a subdirectory, where “blog” 
should be replaced with the name of the folder 

The “Admin Login” screen will be displayed where you should enter your username and password 
and click on the “Submit’ button. 

 
Figure 23: Logging into Blogging Ninja administrator's interface 

Notes: Default administrator account is: 

• user name: admin 

• password: admin 

For further information on how to change password, see section 11. 
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5 BLOGGING NINJA INTERFACE 

This section of the document will give the definition of the “Blogging Ninja” interface. The interface 
contains the following elements. 

• Add Category – option for adding a new category (see section 6) 

• Edit or Delete Category – option for editing or deleting the created category (see sections 
7 and 8 respectively) 

• Get XML Links – option for getting the XML links (see section 9) 

• Get XML Content – option for getting the XML content (see section 10) 

• Change Password – option for changing the password (see section 11) 

• Authors – option for managing the authors (see section 12) 

• Template – option for managing templates (see section see 13) 

• Site Settings – option for managing site settings (see section 14) 

• Logout – option for logging out of the Blogging Ninja (see section 15) 

 
Figure 24: Blogging Ninja Interface 
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Note: to view the changes you make inside the admin interface, enter the URL of your website into 
the browser and add the folder you have installed the Blogging Ninja to (e.g. 
http://www.address.com/blog). 
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6 ADDING NEW CATEGORY 

In order to add a new category, click on the “Add Category” link inside the main menu. 

 
Figure 25: Adding a new category (step 1/3) 

The following screen will be displayed once you click on the “Add Category” link. 
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Figure 26: Adding a new category (step 2/3) 

The following are the parameters inside this screen: 

• Category Name – input field for setting the name of the category (for example: News& 
Media) 

• Description – input field for entering a short category description 

• Keywords File – click on the browse button to locate the txt file on your computer 
containing keywords (note: this option should be used in case you already have a set of 
defined keywords in a file on your computer entered with comma as a separator; otherwise 
use the “Keywords Text” field to enter the keywords inside this form directly) 

• Keywords Text – input field for entering keywords; enter the keywords one per line (as 
shown in Figure 26) 

Once you set the desired parameters, click on the “Add Category” button and this category will be 
created. The same screen will be displayed along with the information about successful creation of 
the category. 

 
Figure 27: Adding a new category (step 3/3) 
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7 EDITING A CATEGORY 

In order to edit a category, click on the “Edit or Delete Category” link inside the main menu. 

 
Figure 28: Editing a category (step 1/2) 

The following screen will be displayed. 
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Figure 29: Editing a category (step 2/2) 

In order to edit the category, click on the “Edit” link next to the name of the desired category. The 
screen with the parameters set for this category will be displayed, where you can make the desired 
changes. 
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8 DELETING A CATEGORY 

In order to delete a category, click on the “Edit or Delete Category” link inside the main menu. 

 
Figure 30: Editing a category (step 1/3) 

The following screen will be displayed. 
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Figure 31: Editing a category (step 2/3) 

In order to delete the category, click on the “Delete” link next to the name of the desired category. 
The confirmation dialog will be displayed where you should click on the “OK” button in order to 
delete it. 

 
Figure 32: Editing a category (step 3/3) 

Once you click on the “OK” button, the category will be deleted. 

8.1 Editing keywords inside the category 

In order to edit the keywords set for a specific category, click on the “Edit Delete Category” link 
inside the main menu. 

 
Figure 33: Editing category keywords list (step 1/3) 

In order to edit the keywords for a category, click on the “Show list” button next to the name of the 
desired category. 
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Figure 34: Editing category keywords list (step 2/3) 

The screen for editing the keyword list will be displayed. 

 
Figure 35: Editing category keywords list (step 3/3) 

The following are the options available inside this screen: 

• Add New Keyword – option for adding a new keyword to the chosen category (see 
section 8.2) 

• Edit – option for editing a single keyword inside the category (see section 8.1.1) 

• Delete – option for deleting a single keyword inside the category (see section 8.1.2) 

8.1.1 Editing a single keyword inside the category 

In order to edit a single keyword inside the category, choose the desired category from the list of all 
defined categories (after clicking on “Edit or delete category“) and then click on the “Edit” link next 
to the desired keyword. 
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Figure 36: Editing a single keyword inside the category (step 1/3) 

The following screen will be displayed. 

 
Figure 37: Editing a single keyword inside the category (step 2/3) 

In order to edit the keyword, enter another word inside the “Keyword Name” input field and click on 
the “Update Keyword” button. The screen informing you on successful update of the keyword will 
be displayed. 

 
Figure 38: Editing a single keyword inside the category (step 3/3) 
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8.1.2 Deleting a single keyword inside the category 

In order to delete a single keyword inside the category, choose the desired category from the list of 
all defined categories (after clicking on “Edit or delete category“) and then click on the “Delete” link 
next to the desired keyword. 

 
Figure 39: Deleting a single keyword inside the category (step 1/2) 

Once you click on the “Delete” link, a confirmation dialog will be displayed where you should click 
on the “OK” button in order to delete the selected keyword. 

 
Figure 40: Deleting a single keyword inside the category (step 2/2) 

Once you click on the “OK” button, the selected keyword will be deleted. 

8.2 Adding single keywords to a category 

In order to add a single keyword to an existing category, choose option “Edit or Delete Category” 
from the main menu. The following screen will be displayed. 
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Figure 41: Adding single keywords to a category (step 1/3) 

In order to add a new keyword to a category, click on the “Add keyword” link next to the name of 
the desired category. The following screen will be displayed. 

 
Figure 42: Adding single keywords to a category (step 2/3) 

Insert a new keyword into a “Keyword Name” input field or click “Browse” button to locate the txt file 
containing keyword and click on the “Add Keyword” button. The screen with the information about 
successful insertion of new keyword will be displayed. 
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Figure 43: Adding single keywords to a category (step 3/3) 
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9 GETTING XML LINKS 

In order to get XML links, choose option “Get XML Links” from the main menu. 

 
Figure 44: Getting XML links (step 1/4) 

The following screen will be displayed. In order to get XML links, click on the “Parse XML Links” 
next to the name of the desired category. 

 
Figure 45: Getting XML links (step 2/4) 
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It will take a few moments for “Blogging Ninja” to collect the XML links. You can monitor the 
progress in the screen that will be displayed 

 
Figure 46:  Getting XML links (step 3/4) 

After the parsing of the links is completed, the screen informing you on successful processing of 
XML links will be displayed. 

 
Figure 47: Getting XML links (step 4/4) 
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10 GETTING XML CONTENT 

In order to get XML content, choose option “Get XML Content” from the main menu. 

 
Figure 48: Getting XML content (step 1/3) 

The following screen will be displayed. 
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Figure 49: Getting XML content (step 2/3) 

In order to get XML content, click on the “Get XML Content” next to the name of the desired 
category. Blogging Ninja will process the XML content and the following screen with the 
confirmation on successful processing will be displayed. 

 
Figure 50: Getting XML content (step 3/3) 

You can have a look at the created articles on your blog page (e.g. http://www.yoursite.com/blog). 
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Figure 51: Example of the formed blog 
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11 CHANGING THE PASSWORD 

In order to change your administrator’s password, click on the “Change Password” link inside the 
main menu. 

 
Figure 52: Changing the password (step 1/3) 

The following screen will be displayed. 

 
Figure 53: Changing the password (step 2/3) 
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The following are the parameters inside this screen: 

• Old Password – input filed for entering your current password 

• New Password – input field for entering the new password 

• Confirm Password – input field for entering the new password again for safety reasons 

After supplying this information, click on the “Change Password” button the screen informing you 
on successful change will be displayed. 

 
Figure 54: Changing the password (step 3/3) 
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12 MANAGING AUTHORS 

The purpose of the “Authors” section is to allow you to define multiple authors of your blog posts 
and thus add to the effect of blog diversity. 

In order to start managing blog authors, choose option “Authors” from the main menu. 

Note: once the blog has been created by using “Get XML Content” (see section 10) for the desired 
category, it will also automatically display the authors of generated texts. 

  
Figure 55: Managing Authors 

12.1 Adding a new Author 

In order to add a new author, click on the “Authors” link inside the main menu (see Figure 55). The 
following screen will be displayed. 
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Figure 56: Adding a new Author (step 1/2) 

In order to add a new author, enter the desired name inside the “Author Name” input field and click 
on the “Add Author” button. The screen informing you on the successful creation of the new author 
will be displayed. 

 
Figure 57: Adding a new Author (step 2/2) 

You can repeat this procedure for the desired numbers of authors. 

Note: you can enter several names at once and click on the “Add Author” button in order to create 
more than one author immediately. 

12.2 Deleting an Author 

In order to delete an author, click on the “Authors” link inside the main menu (see Figure 55). The 
following screen will be displayed. 
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Figure 58: Deleting an author (step 1/2) 

In order to delete an author, click on the “Delete” link next to the desired author’s name and the 
confirmation dialog will be displayed. 

 
Figure 59: Deleting an author (step 2/2) 

Once you click on the “OK” button, the author will be deleted and the screen with the confirmation 
on the successful deletion will be displayed. 

 
Figure 60: Author Deleted Successfully 
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13 MANAGING THE TEMPLATE 

The purpose of the “Template” section is to allow further adjusting of the blog layout for the more 
advanced users as well as inserting links inside the page in case the blog is set as a homepage. 

In order to start editing the template, choose option “Template” from the main menu. 

 
Figure 61: Editing blog template (1/2) 

The following screen will be displayed. 
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Figure 62: Editing blog template (2/2) 

Make the desired changes inside this screen and click on the “Save Template” button in order to 
save the changes. 
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14 MANAGING SITE SETTINGS 

In order to start managing various site settings, such as site colors or ads displayed, click on the 
“Site Settings” link inside the main menu. 

 
Figure 63: Choosing option "Site Settings" 

The following screen will be displayed (note: screen is presented with three different screenshots 
each illustrating a section of the screen). 

 
Figure 64: Managing Site Settings 

The following parameters are available in the first part of the screen: 

• Site Title – input field for setting the title of the site (note: this parameter is important for 
search engines so it is recommended to include critical keywords inside this field) 
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• Select Color for Site Background – field for setting the site background color; either 
enter a hexadecimal value (e.g. #FFFFFF) or click on the color picker icon  to choose 
one of the predefined colors 

• Select Color for Header Background - field for setting Header Background Color; 
either enter a hexadecimal value (e.g. #FFFFFF) or click on the color picker icon  to 
choose one of the predefined colors 

Once you set the desired colors, click on the “Update Settings” button and a confirmation message 
informing you on the successful update will be displayed. 

 
Figure 65: Setting External Links 

In the second part of the screen you can enter up to five different external links (e.g. to some other 
blogs or web sites) by entering the following parameters: 

• Title – use this field to enter the text that will be displayed as a link on your Blogging Ninja 
web site 

• URL – use this field to enter the exact URL of the site your visitor will visit after clicking on 
the link defined inside the “title” field 

Once you set the desired external links, click on the “Update Links” button and these links will be 
displayed on your Blogging Ninja web site. 
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Figure 66: Defining Top Ad 

The third and forth part of the page are used for displaying ads inside your web site. You can use 
these text areas to define one top and one bottom adds. 

 
Figure 67: Defining bottom Ad 

Once you define both ads, click on the “Update Ads” button and the defined ads will be displayed 
on your “Power Blog” web site. 

Notes: 

• These text areas can also be used for defining links, or images so you can actually use 
them to create another header and footer for your web site 

• Use the WYSIWYG editor (note: see area marked with red rectangle inside Figure 67) to 
format the text to match your preferences (e.g. change font, size of the font, create a 
bulleted list, define a link, enter an image or hyper link) 

• Use “Select Section” pull down menu (see Figure 66) to choose a section of the website 
i.e. page that this particular text will be displayed on; in other words you can define 
different ads for each section of the web site 
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15 LOGOUT 

The logout option is used to end the session inside your browser once you’re done making 
changes inside the admin interface. In order to logout, click on the “Logout” link. 

 
Figure 68: Logging out of the application 
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