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PTION & OPERAT 

1-1 BRIEF HISTORY 

The jet drive system for propelling a craft 
through the water arrived on the scene in the 
mid 1960's with the jet drive boat. In those 
early days, the jet drive system was mated only 
with high performance powerplants - engines 
in the 454 cu. in. class and larger. For this 
reason, during the "gas crunch" in the 1970's 
the jet drives were labeled as inefficient and as 
'gas hogs". 

In addition to these two negative terms, they 
earned the reputation as "bad boy" boats due to 

their noisy "straight" exhaust, high rpm opera- 
tion, and their almost unbelievable maneuver- 
ability. These combined factors did little to 
enhance their image and certainly restricted 
their popularity. 

With new and improved technology, per- 
sonal watercraft arrived on the scene about the 
mid 1970's. Personal watercraft, as we know 
them today, were developed using the same 
principles as the jet boats, and originally pow- 
ered with a single cylinder two-stroke engine. 

In order to meet the demand for more 
speed and the ability to carry more than just 

A typical inner harbor summer weekend with scores of personal watercraft preparing to 
leave or just returning from a "fun day" on the water in the "outer harbor" or at sea close to 
shore. Just a reasonable amount o f  "TLC'', will reward the owner and his/her friends with 
hours of trouble free enjoyment. 
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